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Abstract

Undoubtedly, the population as a social capital plays a significant role in the
development of societies. The decrease in the birth rate and the aging of the
population, in addition to creating many difficulties in the strength and
progress of societies, can endanger the existence of the family itself and
cause irreparable harm to the mental health of children. One-child families
suffer more emotional detachment, whereas families with several children
enjoy a more loving and caring environment. Population decline is
considered to be one of the serious problems facing some developing
societies, including Islamic Iran, and there is a need to study it seriously.
One of the most challenging topics in population reduction is the only-child
problem. A jurisprudential investigation and reaching the related Sharia
verdict can act as one of the effective factors in transitioning from only-child
religious families and play a great role in increasing the population. This
article aims to evaluate the jurisprudential foundations of the necessity of
population increase and to clarify the jurisprudential ruling of one-child
policy. The research method is descriptive-analytical with library and
document assessment tools. The study of jurisprudential sources shows that
neither the Quranic verses nor Traditions are explicit about the Sharia
obligation of population increase, but according to jurisprudential rules of
the benefits and harms of having only one child, it can be inferred that this
family style is not permissible and a higher reproduction and increase of the
population are considered to be compulsory.
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