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Abstract

The issue of the origins and development of scripts has occupied a number of
historians and has led to extensive debates among both ancient and modern scholars.
While some claim non-human origins for scripts or believe they emerged through
prophets and messengers, others present views based on historical documents that
reveal some ambiguities in this field. Among these scripts, Arabic calligraphy holds
significant importance in human culture, sparking debate among scholars regarding
its origin and historical development. This research paper aims to address this issue
by examining the views of a contemporary Orientalist who claims a Syriac origin for
Arabic script. The significance of this claim lies in the author's assertion that it serves
as evidence for many misunderstandings of the Holy Quran, thus supporting his
hypothesis regarding a Syriac-Aramaic reading of the Quran. Therefore, this study
highlights the main claims of Luxenberg regarding the origins of Arabic script and
compares them with the opinions of ancient Muslim scholars as well as contemporary
scientists, ultimately concluding that, according to historical findings, the origin of
Arabic script is the Nabataean script, which is a branch of Aramaic script, tracing back
to Phoenician script, which in turn was derived from ancient Egyptian script. This
research paper employs a comparative analytical method to respond to Luxenberg's
claims and to substantiate its findings.
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